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annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, which Treitschke denounced
as mere robbery, could equally be justified.

The best that can be said of this reasoning is that it leads
Treitschke to much more moderate conclusions than his
disciples have reached from the same premises.    He regarded
the independence of Belgium and Holland as necessary for
the sake of European peace.1   He admitted that some of
the German lands which France had conquered in the
distant past no longer showed any trace of German speech
or German manners.   He said that the historical claim of
Germany to the Rhone valley could no longer be seriously
entertained.   He   deprecated  the   idea   of   restoring   the
German Wettreich of the Middle!Ages.   The German State
must be founded on the idea of German nationality.   The
safe rule was to annex only those lands in which the
peasantry were still Germans at heart;  for in the end the
national   sympathies   of   the   peasant   would   ultimately
determine those of the higher social classes.    " Every nation
is rejuvenated and renewed from below; from the healthy
peasant class  at the bottom of  society are  continually
welling up new springs of energy, while city populations
change rapidly and upper-class families either degenerate or
stray away into foreign countries.   This is what we Germans
continually experience in the colonies of East Germany.
Wherever we succeed in Germanising the peasantry our
nationality stands unimpaired;   wherever the peasantry
remained un-German, our German civilisation still fights
for existence/' 2

Treitschke has then a good, or at least a practicable,
working rule on which to base his policy of annexations.
But on the subject of international relations, the rights and
duties of nations inter se, his ideas are as chaotic and as
unhistorical as those of the Jacobins whom he so cordially
detested. At one moment he talks in the language of old-
fashioned statesmanship, appealing to international law,
denouncing the robberies of France, calling on his country-
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